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PORTO RICO'S PLAN OF REFORM.

An Able, Thoughtful Letter from Our
Special Commissioner.

Havana, Dec. 28,1872.
What for want of a better phrase must be called

' public opinion bore is Just now la a state or considerablebut suppressed excitement over the
slavery qoestioa. As tke American people already
know, the law passed by the Spanish Cortes for
the suppression of slavery in this Isle is a dead let- '

ler, and there is neither power uer, perhaps, will
on the part of the Spanish authorities to enforce
It. Like the old Southern slave masters the estate
owners are unwilling to manumit their laborers,
but endeavor, br

intrigue and underhand influence,

departments are flUcd with men of education,
whose views are broad, such la the effect of the
system of censorship that they can only write what
la agreeable to the powers that be. As this lact Is
XUliy recognized by the people

TBM DiFLCBKCE OK TUB KK1S8 IS AT «*0,
and the papers are obliged to loUow the prejudices
f the crowd, instead of guldirg and directing tho

popular sentiment into the right channel. This la
especially a misfortune at this moment, when a
free prees weuld be af Incalculable advantage to
Spain aa well as to Ooba In educating tho people to
the absolute necessity that exists for the abolition
of slavery, If complications arc to bo avoided that
mast inevitably bring ruin to Uaba. Talking on

this subject to one of the most Intelligent pressmenthat 1 have met with here, I pointed
oat the danger which threatened from
the new abolition movement in America.
He atonoe peroeived the trnth of what I told him,
ImUegretted thatw axistins atata of toluol pre-

to pat off the settlement or the question.
One of the principal causes why the law has not

been enforced has been the lavish use of money at
Madrid. Some twenty of the richest men In Cuba
have been engaged buying off tne successive ministersof ultra views. Every new Incumbent
threatened to take uu the slave question, and In
order to prevent this being done money was necessary.The constant cliungus, however, In the
Cabinet have so drained the exchequer of the
slaveholders that they are unwilling to sacrlflce
any moreain the general interest, unless the generalbody come down handsomely. An effort is

now being made to havo this done, and It is
looked on as the last resource. It Is
easy to understand tho Irritation or this
class against the United States, and their hatred
or everything with the slightest tinge of freedom
or Independence nbout it. For the most pnrt the
slnveooracy Is composed of Immigrant Spaniards,
who possess little or no education beyond what is
necessary for the transaction of their ousiness.
These men are naturally blinded by their passions,
and, instead or seeking to make some compromise
that would be a safeguard to their interests, the
mere mention of abolition has the same effect on
them that a red flag has on an enraged bull. And
get the Intelligent classes feel that

SLAVERY AS AN INSTITUTION IS DOOMED.
If the estate owners would only take the Initiativeand floe their own slaves the change could be

effected without any serious shock to the social or
commercial life of the island. But if they delay
ontil the government is forced to take action, by
the pressure of public oplnloo the world over and
the development of progressive and liberal
Ideas in Spain, then the whole labor
system will Inevitably be seriously disturbed.
The late change In the Cabinet at Madrid is
attributed here to the Interference of General
Sickles. And Uia crltlclama that *rn nrluttaU

passed en hlra are by no means of the most favorablekind. They do not find public expression,
however, bat are whispered from one to another,
according to the eastern of the country. It is a
serious misfortune for Cuba and for Spain that
nothing approximating to a free press exists here.
The extent to which the censorship of the papers
is carried would be unbearable among a people
having the instinct of a bold and unequivocalexpression of their sontlments. Not a line
of any kind of news, even the most
harmless local item, can be printed without the
permission of some great swell who is called the
censor. Even the business advertisements most
receive the approval of this official before they can
appear In the columns of the newspapers, and as
this deity of the press closes his office at five
o'clock In the evening It Is easy to guess what a

rapid vehicle for the conveyance and disseminationof news the Cnban papers must be. Nor Is the
foreign press altogether free from the interference
of this censor.

vanr tilkoram has to na submtttkd,
and If it is not approved It is slmplf shelved, with
the endorsement "Denied," and no notice given of
the fleet. As a matter or condescension, If a newscapercorrespondent makes an Inquiry as to the
fate of Ills telegram be will usually be informed
whether or not it has passed the scrutiny, but only
as a compliment, never as a right. In fact, here
the officials, from the highest to tho lowest, are
constantly "condescending" to take some notice
fit inferior people whose bread they eat.

{ It may be judged from the foregoing that enterpriseIs something nnknowa among the newspa
DerS. and thoiirh fur tbn unit nert the literary

NEW YC
vented tbe principal journals from advocating the
only policy which can secure to Spain the continnedpossession of the Queen of the Antilles.
There is in the way of a candid discussion of the
social and political questions affecting the interest
of Cuba a punctilious pride that will not allow
itself to be even toucbea by common sense.

the spirit op uil>aloo!sm
Is astride of its hobby horse, and it Is to be fearod
that it will not come down until tbe rotten frameworkis knocked to pieces. So much the worse for
the riders. If people will insist on keeping alive
the pretensions of a dead past in this practical
age they must be prepared to be trampled under
the leet or the progressive and advancing millions.
If one could photograph the thoughts of the ablest

spirits who are defending the existing institutions
the fear of this aggressive liberal spirit would be
found to hold a prominent place In all tnelr calculations.They know that slavery perse is Indefensible,and that the old specious plea which
would persuade us into the belief that the
slave is happier thaa the free laborer will
no longer do listened to by the civilized world. Of
course there is the despotio theory,-which claims
that Spain as an Independent aud sovereign State
nus a right to do what she pleases wlthln^er own
dominions, and may "larrup her own niggers" if
she is pleased to do bo. The conscience or the
sivllized world has, bowevfer, revolted against this
itroclous doctrine, as It has revolted against the
llvlne right of the puppets we call kings. It is
now an acoepted rule that neither an Individual
nor a nation has the right to conunlt a wrong
igainst humanity so long as there is power In
»thers to punish the offender, ir Spain could
defy the world her preteusion to be above
the law of civilization might have to be
respected; bat, as things are, those who have
the power havo the right to insist that she shall
maintain no institutions within her boundaries
which offend the conscience and Ideas of right of
the rest, of mankind. As Spanish sensitiveness refusesto give me facilities to examine thoroughly
into the Btate or the Insurrection 1 Intend to extendmy inquiries into the social and political state
of that part of the Island under the undisputed
sway of Spain. To my mind* it Is a subject of in(lnitelymore Interest to the general conscience or
mankind than whether Cespedes has five thousand
or ten thousand men tn the Held. For about him
one thing is certain.tnc movement with which ho
is associated will continue in spite of all the efforts
of the Spanish authorities
until this question op slavery has been settledforever.
In vlewol possible contingencies In the fulfilment

of the mission I have undertaken, I Intend to leave
some contributions to this question to be remem.
bered by. Whatever comes from my pen will have
at least one recommendation.to wit, dispassionate
truth. It does not require any very deep penetra.
tion to peroeive (bat there Is enough that Is startlingto the minds of men habituated to freedom of
thought and action, to the dispensation of equai
justice without question of race or color, to render
any appeal to sensationalism quite unnecessary.i
am tempted even to say, superfluous.
The Cunan question has so mauy sides and pre-

sents such a mass of cutangled interests that only
a mind perfectly impartial could give anything
like a correct picture of the exact state of things
existing here or of the causes that led to them.
When we examine a disputed question closely and
impartially experience generally shows that some

right exists on both sides. With my present informationIt would be preposterous on my part to attemptto dogmatize or to pretend to give more
than a cursory sketch of some of the causes which
render a solution of the present trouble so difficult.
'While abhorring slavery from the depths of my
soul, I am not prepared to look upon all who differ
from my views in theory or in practice
as necessarily bad men. So much depends
In questions of this nature on the training and
education ub well as f:u association of men, that
It would not be just to demand a universal acceptanceof any set of opinions on the subject. Although
slavery threatens to become a source of danger In
the future It has had little to do with bringing
about the present state of society here. The pride
and haughtiness of the Spaniards In the first Instanceoffended the ramour projtre of the Cuban
population until the discontent of the latter
reached the point where tliey wished for separationand independence. At first the Cubans
sought only for reforms, but as these came

slowly or were denied and the Island was

being constantly exploited by needy Spanishadventurers the discontent deepened
into an absolute disloyalty, which culminated
In the present Insurrection. The Cubans were, up
to that moment, the chief slaveholders, and It was
not until when, by the act of insurrection, they
had forfeited their property by law, that the revolutionistsproclaimed the freedom of the slave, it
is needless to recount how the insurrection failed
almost Irom the beginning on account of mismanagement, but chiefly for want "of the support of
the strong hands and bold hearts of an industrious
population. The Cubans were brave enough and
rich, but they were unused to labor and
UNEQl'AL TO TUE HARDSHIPS OF A SOLDIER'S Lll'K
If they bad bad a vigorous and hardy population in
sympathy with them It Is impossible now to say
what the result would have been; but they were

wanting in this essential condition of success, becausethe slaves refused to fight on either side
unless when they could not help It. Like their
brethren in the United States, they stood by whllo
the white men were killing each other, fully convincedthat the more were killed the better it
wonld be for thew. Unfortunately for the success
of the movement the Cubans raised the cry muera
Xapaflai (death te Spain!) and thu Span
lsh residents, becoming alarmed, formed
themselves into those corps of volunteerswhich have hitherto preserved the
Island to, Spain. Much Jealousy has for years existedin Cuba toward the Spanish lmangrants, on
account of the industry and success or the Utter.
While the natives passed their lives in amaseuent
the new comers were in nearly every instance
thrift* and lnrlnstrtmis n«(,nl<v who ontv snnirht tn

make enough money to enable them to return rich
to Spain. By the aid of their own energy, and the
superior confidence with which the foreign merchanttreated the Immigrants aa a class, they
thrived so well that the native-born people began
to regard them with dislike and aversion. The resultwas the growth of a feeling
ANALOOOVS TO "NATJVISM" IN TftK CNITBD STATES,
which alarmed the immigrants and separated their
interest (rem that of the native-born inhabitants.
It was a most unfortunate circumstance fer the
Cuban cause, tiecause it forced into opposition the
niaes of industrious and enterprising spirits who
had come to the New Werld to carve out their fortunes.Rightly or wrongly, the Spanish Immigrants
conceived the idea that if the Cuban cause succeededthey would be obliged to fly from the
island and abandon the result of years of toll. The
Btruggle assumed In their eyes more Importance
than a simple question of politics, for
their lives and their property wero
held to be

.
at stake. With these

ideas they prepared to aupport the government,
or rather ihey resolved, with the aid of Spain, to
keep the island for themselves, as they have
been and are now doing. Such of the foreign
merchants as I have speken with give an excellentcharacter for industry, honesty and energy
to the Spanish element, and seem to think that
wern It not for them the island would retrograde
in a few years. Ol course this statement must Ire
taken for what it Is worth. The foreign merchants,
as a rule, do not care much for abstract questions
of right, but think that whatever form of governmentenoOarages or facilitates their trade is the best.
For tbls reason they are, as a class, rather
In favor of the Spaniards than of the Cubans, though
sometimes they express themselves in pretty decidedterms about the Spaniards also. We have,
therefore, to consider not alone a conflict of politicaltheories, bnt we And the right ef the Imml-
({rant to the enjoyment of life and property In
iiuestlon as well as the right «f the colored man to
absolute freedom. If the granting of one right
would secure the other it would ho plain sailing;
but here we hare the two rights In conflict. Under
the influence of the rich, who oontroi their opinions
and thotr fortunes, the«immigrant Spanish,
while demanding *U rights for themselves,
are opposed to the liberation or the slaves.
It is difllcuit to see what Interest

IKK HERALD, THURSDAY",
poor Spaniards have In maintaining slavery
except to please tne milUonnalrea; but snch la the
position. To be perfectly Just the solution to be
found for this difficulty must secure protection for
the immigrant as well as liberty for the slave.
Mot that tiiore would be any trouble In accomplishingthis if the volunteers would loyally supporttho government In giving freedom to the
slaves- The trouble is that they will net, because of
the iuilucnce over them of the slave masters, who
are the roal rulers of the island. This statement
wiu give offence to the authorities, I fear, but It is
true; and It is that fact which will make it the
more unwelcome. Ono of the chief obstacles to the
intelligent discusslou of the affairs of Cuba Is
found in the extreme

SENSITIVENESS Or TUB AUTHORITIES
to anything that might he suspected or conveying
oven the alighted cinsure of the government. In
the letter whioh the Captain General did me the
honor to,addres8 to me you have an excellent Exampleof this state of feeling. In what I wrote to
His Excellency there was nothing whioh I would
not have safely stated to the President of the
United States without fear of giving olTence. Nor
was it so much the phraseology of the communicationas the Idea of an individual having presumed
to put forth a few logical reasons why the Captain
General should reconsider a resolution, talccn, as
it appeared to me, without sufficient reflection,
that called forth the assertion of superiority and
condescension which is so unequlvooally made
In the Captain General's letter. Suoh Is the
submission exacted from the people here that few,
If any, subjects of Spain would have dared to addressthe authorities in the langaage or common
sense. Whatever communications are made to
the Captain General are usually in the form of an
humble petition, and it no doubt shocked the fine
sense of etiquette of the Spanish officials to receive
a letter from a simple cltlsen, politely but firmly
written in the language and spirit of a freeman.
There was certainly on my part no desire to give
offence, and no one more sincerely regrets than I
that It was possible lor even the most punctilious
to find something to carp at In what I wrote. I
have no desire to achieve notoriety at the expense
or decency and respect for the hospitality extended
to me in a foreign country, but, at the same time, I
will not submit without protest to anything
naving tne air 01 discourtesy or insuit. wnat 1

asked from the Captain Ueneral was simply to be
let alone, and to pass at liberty, according to the

droits (le pens, through the country over which
he commanded. I do not pretend to know what he
means by travelling at my own risk, but I Intend
to find out exactly what the phrase means. The
same hour that sees this letter on Us way will see
me far on

MY JOURNBV TO SANTA CI.AHA,
where I shall flrst visit some of the estates to note
the operation of the slave and coolie contractsystems, about which I intend to somewhat
enlighten the civilized world before proceeding at
"my own risk" to investigate the state of the insurrection.The causes that have led to this deviationlrom iny original programme must remain unexpressedfor the prosent, but they are sufficient
in my own mind to Justify the few days' delay the
new investigations will occupy.
Whatever the peculiar phrase in the Captain General'sletter may mean, I Wish to express to him

publicly, as T have charged Rome or his friends to
express to him personally, my sense of the politenessand courtesy with which lie has treated
me. There are differences so radical In our

modes of viewing things that it is Impossible there
ever could exist more than the sense of mutual
respect between us.the Captain General representingthe extreme pretension of ledergl militaryism,and 1 the progressive and independent spirit
of republicanism that refuses to acknowledge any
other superiority than that which the Intellect confers.Ilowever unlit for the post, accident has
made me the representative of the conscience of
civilized humanity, and as such, for good or evil, I
shall wield on the destiny of this Island an Influencegreater than even a Captain General can pretendto; for after all he Is but a high official who,
It la true, commands within restricted limits, but
what 1 shall have to say will

sway tllk minds op millions,
both In the Old World and the New. I comprehend
my position and its Importance, and iho very oppositionI have met with here has aroused me to
the necessity of discharging my high trust so that
it will he of benefit to the cause or humanity. As 1
have before stated, not one ward or line will be
written which will not be based on indisputable
facts, drawn from my own observations or that of
persons worthy of all credence, and by this means
1 hepe to lend such an interest in what I may have
to say as will more than compensate any lack of
brilliancy or power In my manner of saying It. My
mind on all the questions Is free from prejudice,
and 1 confess to a love tor Spain that would rather
incline me to be her partisan than her censor. But,
though I admire her glories and her heroism, I do
not love her faults; and wherever I Had any, or
what appears to me to be faults, I will lay them
bare unflnichingly. It is one of the misfortunes of
the system of government, as understood In Spain,
that the subject «

must always a88umx that hb is well governed,
even when he desires reform. Before everything
authority must be respected, and so abuses grow
old until the people lose patience and attempt to
procure reform by violence. The cause of this la
that the officials, or, as we would call them, politicians,who live and grow rich on money wrong
from the people, look on the masses as an Inferior
race of beings, whose chief use in life la to pay
taxes and render obedience to those whom they
support. The idea.very generally entertained by
every man In America.that an official of governmentis a servant of the people, would bo scouted
by a Spanish official as an abominable political
heresy; and If a newspaper man was Independent
enough to write soch a sentiment every hair on
the censor's head would stand bolt upright in
blank astonishment and dismay. In snch a state
of society, where abuses have freedom to develop,
like mushrooms in the dark, there le and can be
no healthy public opinion to check them, for no one
darea to say any thing publicly that the official
"rtng" disapproves. But just imagine old Tammany
with the right of censorship over the press, with
the power to prevent one word or line being
written
cxcarr wnxT was pleasing to Thi "boss,"

and what hope woald there have been (or the relormathat swept away that corrupt institution 1
Under the Spanish system It would have continued
to flourish until it became respectable by tune,
because the cant about respecting authority
would have rendered the exposure of the thieves
impossible. It Is well for us that the Tammany
Sachems never gravitated towards Havana in the
dars of their power, or they might have learned
how to contrsl public opinion and make authority
respected by a more efficient and respectable-lookingprocess than dividing the plunder.

TUB WANT OP UOMOGSNIITY
In the population here Is the chief reason why a
government so much opposed to the liberal Instinctsof the age can continue to exist almost In
sight of free America. There la scarcely any
ground upon which the whole 1,200,000 inhabitants,
more or less, could meet on equal terms for the
common good. The Spanish authorities hold the
balance of power between all parties, and are
looked to for protection alike by the slave and bis
master, the Cuban and the opaalsh immigrant.
The kindly feeling manifested by the expatriated
Cubans and the colored people came too late to be
regarded in any other light by the darkles
than as a bait to secure tbelr support la overthrowingthe power of Spain, and as tbey
did not consider themselves very deeply Interestedin the strnggle they declined to take
part with either side. It Is true that tho
Cubans took a good many of their slaves with them
into the Held, and the Spaniards forced tho Ave
regiments of nsvana, which were composed of
colored men, but officered by white men, to go to
the front, where they now are. From the first the
question of mixed races baa been a serious one for
the Cabana. Had they sucoeeded in shaking off the
Spanish yoke they would bavo fouad themselves
numerically inferior to the colored people, and aa

they could not hare affords*! to refuse to them the
fights sad privileges of frss men, they would Inevitablyhave

rAM.HH UNOta THS rOWSB OP TBI SLACKS.
Nor oouid the diffloultr be vw well solved hf the
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encouragement of wiuto Immigration, as the climate
exercises a-most deadly effect on Europeans, and
It is admitted on all hands that white men cannot
work in fields. I have been assured that nearly
eighty per cent of the whole whlto Immigration fall
victims to the vomlto. Under these circumstances
it appears to me that these Islands will eventually
be almost wholly populated by the African race, for
even that portion of the Immigrant Spanish who
escape the vomito and become rich leave the Island
as soon as they have amassed sufficient means and
return to Spam to enjoy their wealth. At present
there is a strong tinge of African blood In
many of the people who claim to be consideredwhite, and If the colored people were

enfranchised the process of miscegenation
would no doubt progress with great rapidity.
On account of the conflicting Interests of race It
appears to me Impossible that Cuba could avoid
an internecine conflict In case she succeeded In
establishing her liberty, unless by attaching her.
self to some stronger Power. The choice would
seem to be. then, elthor to remain under the
Spanish flag or to enter the Onion. There seems
to mn to hn nn nthar nltarnati vn for thn mass Of
the people are wholly unfitted for sell-government,
owing to the want of education. It has been the
policy of the government here, as in Spain, to
keep the- people ignorant, In order the more easily
to exploit them. It Is a peculiarity of the
Latin races that while they nave produced the
greatest men in almost all brandies of knowledge,
the degrading feudal syatem fastened on them
In the Middle Ages, has, up to the present, con-

signed the people to the darkest Ignoranoe. The
ruling classes of Spain and Italy and the dd no-

blllty of Franoe never could rise to the height or
recognising how much nobler and grander it is to
be the first citizen among a free and intelligent
community than the master of degraded slaves.
So wrapped up are those feudalists In their selfImportance*that they do not think they are
called upon to blush for the ignoranoe and
misery by which they are surrounded, so
long as slaves burn Incense before them they considerthemselves great, while the Intelligent world
looks on with pity and disgust at their folly and
selfish Indifference to the well-being of their people.
It is to be hoped that the revolution at present In
progress in Spain will not stop until It bas swept
away every trace of the ancient and Infamous
system. Let it do for Spain wnat '80 did for
France, but without the excesses that stained that
glorious epoch. If the Cortes will only Insist on
the absolute and Immediate liberation of the slaves
and Introduce reforms Into the administration of
this Island the chief danger that threatens her
would be removed. Whether she can oontmue to
maintain possession of Cuba in the future, in view
or the gonerally admitted hostility of the Cuban
population, would have to be decided by time.
There Is very little reason to doubt that the spirit
of the native population Is animated by

A IIITVMR linSril.ITY Trt MPATN

and all belonging to her.* Indeed, the Spaniards
do not pretend that they are liked, and look with
unconcealed suspicion and distrust on the Cubans.
In conversation lately with one of the prominent
Spanish editors he stated that even the Cuban dogs
in the street hated the Spaniards. What appears
most strange that the immediate descendants
ol the Immigrants are the bitterest in their
hatred of Spain; at least 1 have been
so assured. It is very difficult to find
any one who will commit himself by giving
expression to Cuban sympathies, because the
people were afraid of rendering themselves suspected.eventhe surrendered rebels are very
cautious. Since my arrival here, although my
presence Is pretty widely known to both Cubans
and Spaniards, 1 have not been once approached by
any one in the interest of the Insurrection to give
me the slightest information or help in my mission.
This is a circumstance that speaks well for the
prudence of the Cubans, but if persisted in during
my stay will be decidedly Inconvenient.
For some days there has been a vague rumor

circulating among the Cubans in Havana that
IIOLQUIN DAD liKKN fll'Kl'HISKD

by the insurgents under Vicente and Calixto
Garcia. As they arc somewhat in the habit qf circulatingrumors of imaginary victories no particular
attention was paid to it. The affair has, however,
occurred beyond all doubt, aud is much more
serious than was at first supposed. By letters from
reliable Spanish sources we are inioriued that by a
rune Ue guerre Colonel Wyler, commanding at Hoi
guin, was led to make a sortie, and while he
was gone some five hundred insurgents surprised
the town, killing a major nnd several other superiorofficers and many soldiers and volunteers.
TIipv tiifiL' nnutinadlnn nl tho tiIupa nlnmlopnil man*
- "V f" "-""*"- " 1....UUV1VU uiauj
of the chief stores, among others the jewelry establishment,and then left with their booty. It Is said
that the Colonel will be tried by court martial for
having allowed himself to be surprised. The governmentreport, which the Diarlo publishes this
morning, is silent on these points, and, while admittingthe surprise, endeavors to turn a serious
check into a glorious victory. The loss of five
officers and four soldiers killed Is admitted, but
not a word about the number wounded. We are
also asked to believe that the loss of the enemy was
infinitely greater. The
DISPROPORTION BETWEEN THE NUMBER OF OFFICERS

AND SOLDIERS KILLED
can only be accounted for on the theory that live
out of every nine men In the Spanish army are
furnished with commissions, a peculiarity oi
organization that deserves the attention of our
crack militia regiments. Whether the account
given by the authorities be the correct one
or not, It is certainly regarded with suspicioneven by the Spanish adherents, while
the Cuban sympathizers would have us believe
that hall the town of Holguln has been destroyed.
One large store and live shanties were admitted by
the Spaniards to have been burned. The importanceof this event cannot be measured exactly by
the loss Inflicted, bnt must be looked at irom the
moral effect It will have in giving

CONFIDENCE TO THE INSURGENTS.
The first serious check sustained by the Cubans

in the beginning ef the war of liberation was in
Holguln, where some fifty Spanish soldiers, with a
valor and tenacity worthy of the days of Saragossa,defied the whole force of the Insurrection
and heroically maintained their position until they
were relieved. Slnee then the town has remained
a thorn In the side of the Cnban leaders, and from
its strategical position enables the Spaniards to
hamper the movements of the Insurgents.
In so far as the latter have been unable
either to destroy the town or to maintain posses,
ston of It, the Spaniards have some reason to be
thankful, but It is not the policy of the Cubans to
remain In towns. There can be no question that
in the field they are unable to meet the Spanish
forces, and they know it. What they purpose doing
is to maintain tho present guerilla warfare until
Spain becomes

TIRED OF LOSING MEN AND MONET
In a hopeless conflict. The losses of the Spanish
army from sickness are something frightful, and as
there is neither honor nor profit to be gained in
fighting in this irregular warfare, the Cubans hope
that after a time it will be Impossible to obtain
volunteers to supply tne losses sustained ny tne
troops from the effects of fatigue and the deadly influenceof the oltmate. Well Inforned parties here
assure me that the government Is paying $200
bounty at Oadts to volanteers; but even
with this enormous sum to tempt them
very few can be porsnaded to face the vomito.
The mail steamers bring out little detachments,
but what they do are not deserving the name of reinforcements.Another difficulty has been thrown
in the way of the suppression of the Insurrection
which, more than anything that has yet happened,
will tend te keep the conflict alive. I alludeto the declaration In the Corteo that
so long as one rebel remained In the Held

*0 nnrouus wori.D nn orantud to effu*.
That is to say, the foolish Minister In Madrid has
made It the Interest of the slaveoeraey here that
the Insurrection should be kept alive, eo that
slavery may continue to flourish uninterruptedly.It rnnst be remembered that
under existing circumstances the Insurrectiondoes not Interfere with the commerce of
the Island. Most ef the great estates are in the
districts where the Spanish rain in undisturbed,
and where It In otherwise the estate owners pay a
tet to the insarfnate to prevent them burning the
niaatattoos. It l» area said that Itral meretuuiU ,

LiB SHEET.
In Havana furnish them with arm* and monitionson similar conditions. It will only now

be necessary for those interested in maintaining
slavery Intact to act a little more generously towardsthe rebels to render them more formidable
than ever; and this, unquestionably, will be the
result of the 8panish Minister's declaration. There
are other reasons also why many of the rich merchantshere are desirous that the war should continue.

KANT OP TH KM ARK ARMY CONTRACTORS,
and find a ready way to increase their already
large fortunes by means well known to our own

shoddy contractors during the civil war. The difQcultyof putting an end to the insurrection will
ce easily understood when the conflict of these interests>8 taken into account. The losses experiencedfrom the acts of the insurgents
are nothing compared to what wonkl result
to the estate owners from the liberation
of the slaves, and at present they enjoy an unex-

arnpled prosperity. lUe export of sugar and
tobacco for this year will reaoh $100,000,000, If
nothing unforeseen oconrs. It Is natural that men
amassing wealth at snch a rate should be very
lealous of any Interference with their rights,
or what they are pleased to consider their rights.
They control the authorities here to snch an
extent that they may be said with truth to
rale the Island. That this Is «o Is ptoved by the
(hot that the decrees of the Madrid government
are of no force whatever when opposed to the
wishes ana will of the ruling oligarchy here. By
law the slaves are free under certain conditions,
but the slave-owners find a means of evading all
the provisions except those In their Interest. As
toon as a slave becomes too old or too Infirm to
work he Is In mockery given his freedom and allowedto

BSD HIS WAT TO TBI ORATB.
I do not wish to affirm that this is done In all

cases, or even In the majority of cases; but It Is
done, and the law is so framed that when a masterchooses he may do this grave Injustice If It be
his pleasure. Before 1 quit the Island I shall make
myself master of this question, which I believe
to be the real root of all the evil here, and
also the great danger of the future. Without
slavery I see clearly that the Insurrection must
soon pass Into a state of brigandage, but the hope
that this question will yet compel foreign Interventiongives backbone to the hostility of the nativepopulation. In connection with this question

I VISITKD A COOLIE SHIP

yesterday that has just arrived from-Macao. Everythingwas In apple pie order. The Celestials, with
their pig tails, were fat and strong-looking fellows,
not a bit like our Western notions of weak and
pigmy Chinese. There was scarcely any trace ol
the almond eye, and the general expression on the
faces of the "immigrants" was one of marked
Intnlli rvnnnn Hf tho ahln nriiinh Innlrnil

suspiciously like a slaver and her crew, I will
write another time when treating ol this slave and
contract system in fulL For the present I must
close in order to catch the mall. For the last
three days I have been waiting the good pleasure
of the authorities to obtain my passport, or rathei
schedule; but as the official world takes three daye
holiday at Christmas I must wait Its good pleasure.
The following extract from a letter received from

Spain has been published in the Diario:.
THE NEW CAPTAIN GENERAL.

As soon as the 12.099 men are collected together,
whloh are to form the reinforcement to be sent to
Cuba, General Cordova will be appointed Captain
General and* Superior Political Governor of that
Island. Public opinion, which at first was pasBlon
ate and unjust regarding the appointment of Gen
eral Cordova, Is turning, even Journals antagonls
tic to the radical ministry admitting that with the
sole exception of the Marquis ol Havana (Genera
Jose de la Concha), there is no other person wht
better unites in himself tho necessary condition!
to take charge of the command of that Antille.

PORTO RICO.

According to another published letter from Ma
drld, the concrete points which constitute the as

piratlon of certain deputies among those fron
Porto Hlco are the following:.They pretend tha'
the lesser Antille shall have a political organize
tion according to the custom of the most radica
school.that municipal officers, elected by tin
suffrage now in force, shall be the arbiters of loca
administration. The law of Ayuntamieutos, erCitj
Councils, which has been In force In the Penlnsuli
since 1815, appears to them wanting and reaction
ary, because It Is the wish of those deputlei
that the authority of the Captain Genera
shall not Intervene at all in the formation of th<
municipal budget nor In the employment of tht
funds. As a complement to this municipal organl
zation they wish also for a deputation, directl]
elected, to represent In Porto Kico the rights anc
attributes at present confided only to the centra
power. This corporation will form, according t<
these deputies, the general budget of the Island
would Influence instruction and would direct tin
Improvement of the public works, and would be
in fact, the real and almost exclusive govern
ment of the country. The Captain Genera
disappears in this organization; a superior clvi
Governor would preside over the deputation, witl
the only right of(objectlng, In certain determlnati
cases, to the resolutions of that body; he wouh
hold, above all, so small a supervision as really t<
be of little Influence In the government or th<
island. A military commander, subject to thi
orders of the superior authority, would commanc
the military forces ot the country, and a repre
scntatlve in Congress and the Senate, as thesi
exist at present, would be the limit of that sys
tern. The "unconditional Spaniard" who writei
the foregoing concludes by saying"Tbls wouh
leave Porto Kico no other ties to the metropolli
than those absolutely necessary to evade the con
fcsslon that nothing remains I"

THE HERALD'S OPBAJ EXPEDITION.:.
[From the Mllwankee (Wis.) Sentinel, Jan. l.]
The able and Interesting letter of Mr. Henderson

the correspondent of the Niw York Hrrai.d, hai
increased public Interest in the affairs of Cuba
Mr. Henderson gave it as his candid opinion that I
the patriots were supplied with arms they conic
soon win their Independence. He gave facts t<
show that it will be Impossible for Spain to regalr
an undisputed control of the island. It is no a
rumored from Washington that brazil. Chile and
Mexico are ready to intervene In behalf of the
Cubans, 11 the United States will only give them a
pledge or neutrality. We hope that our govern
ment will not only remain neutral, but accord
to the Insurgents belligerent rights. Notlunti
is more probable than that the nations oi
South America, which have not forgotten the rigor
f Spanish oolonial rule, will intervene in favor ol

their oppressed straggling brethren in the "dem
of the Antilles." It is also rumored from Washingtonthat the Spanish Legation there has recentlyreceived information from the home governmentthat it will be necessary to recall the
troops from Cuba to help repress revolutionary insurrectionsin the Peninsula. It is time that the
barbarous and greedy rule of Spain was ended on
this side of the ocean. That degenerate monarchy
was long ago driven irom the American Continent;
let it now be driven irom the last island in the
Western seas. A demonstration of friendliness to
the Cabans irom the United States. Mexico, Brazil
and Chile would probably induce Spain to recede
from the contest without striking another blow.
All Christendom would rejoice at tue result.

.
A FEW YEAR'S DAY HOMICIDE.
Post-Mortem Kxamlnmtloa.

The first homicide of the year, with fatal resnlfs,
was yesterday brought to the attention of Corner
Keenan, at ths City llall. On New Year's%ay
Thomas Doyle, thirty-three years ef age, became
involved la a quarrel with William Wilson, at No. »
Mulberry street, during which the latter, as alleged,
struck ids antagonist on the head with a shoemaker'shammer, knocking hlra down and reducinglum to insensibility. Doyle was removed to
the Centre Street Hospital, where he remained
in aa unconscious state till yesterday morning,
when death ensued from fracture or the shun.
Doyle was married, and lived at 66 Mulberry street.
Wilson made his escape immediately after the
assault and Is still at large, but Captain Kennedy,
of the Sixth product, and the officers of his command,are in search of him.
Yesterday afternoon Dopnty Coroners lieach,

Marsh and Cnshman made a post-mortem examinationon the body of deceased, and found that
death resulted from meningitis, irom fracture 01
the skull, the result of violence.

FATAL CASUALTY.A LANDLORD CENSURED,
Coroner Young yesterday held an inquest in the

case of Martla D. Hayden, the man who was killed
by being struck on the head by some pieces o

board which fell on him from an awning frontinn
the premises 436 West street during a heavy gale
which prevailed on the morning of the loth ult., a>
previously reported. In their verdict the Jurj
censured the landlord of the above named preinisei
(O. B. Lawton) lor allowing the boards to remain
on the awtunir in such an exposed condition.

MBS. WHARTON.
'

A Day of Legal Tilting in the
Annapolis Court.

Experiiiieiitum Crucls of Dc-
fending: Counsel.

THE STATE AUTHORITIES.

The Bill of Exceptions Taken Under Adfisev
ment by the Judges.

Annapolis, Md., Jon. 8,18 3.
At half-past nine o'clock this morning Judges

Miller, Hammond and Harden took their scats on
the bench, and, after the formalities of opening,
the trial of Mrs. Wharton was resumed. Mrs.
Wharton was accompanied by her firm friend.
Mrs. Neilson, and her devoted daughter, Nellie.
The laales were provided with chairs within the
bar and Immediately behind Mrs. Wharton's counsel,Messrs. Hagner, Thomas and Stump, Jr. As
heretofore, the ladles wore veils, which quite concealedtheir features, so that no signs
of emotion could be detected as the prosecutionargued their side or the defenoe
raised exceptions and presented motions and
demurrers whioh In their opinion were calculated
to relieve Mrs. Wharton from the painful situation
In which she la placed. The lawyers on both sldos
were well provided with legal books to fortify
their arguments, and personally and professionally
presented a formidable array. The general public
seem to have been more Interested than during
the former two days. The attendance In the court
room was more than doubled, many ladteB being
present; and although the proceedings were
merely tilts, which to the outsiders were naturally
not calculated to satisfy curiosity, yet there was
bat little shllting about, or going or coming.

TBI citation op authorities
and reading of sections 6f statutes made up about
all the doings of the day, flung documents being
tbe alternates. Attorney General Syester was

suffering from so severe a cold that he was not expectedto be present, but in pursuance of his dqty
he was In his place to pupport State's Attornojy

r ReveU. The debate was opened by Mrs. Wharton's
attorneys filing a bill of exceptions to the ruling
of the Court, refusing to quash the lndlotment
on the ground ol Its containing charges of distinct
and separate felonies. The motion to quas h was
argued yesterday and disallowed, the Chief Judge,
Miller, remarking this morning ttiat the Beuch had
no hesitation in denying the motion, for an appeal
could be taken ana the decision put to test. At

: tuis stage of tho proceedings Mr. J, Nevltt Steele,
who so ably defended Mrs. Wharton in her former
trial, entered and was soon in oousultatlon with
Messrs. Hagner and Thomas,
The Court read and considered

the BILL OP EXCEPTIONS,
ana, aiier inquiring wneiuer ns terms were sanslactoryto the counsel lor tne tttate and being answeredalUrmatlvely, ordered It on tile, and argumenton the terms and diction of the Indictment,
which lasted till the rising of the Court, was begun
by Mr. Thomas, of the defence. He said that, in

i addition to exceptions already presented, ho detsired to place on record exceptions to the eleventh
and twelfth counts of the indictment, and would
demur to theid on the grouud'or duplicity, and
asked the quashing of those two counts. Ue spoke

) about an hour, quoting voluminously to show thai
I if, as ho ascribed, the statement of the crime in
) those counts was indetinite and only charged, by
j Implication, they could not l>e sustained, nor

should the court allow them to be passed upon.
Attorney Oencral Syester replied, and declared

that the indictment should be construed by its own
terms, and not be measured by the constructions
of the attorney lor the defence. The motion to
quash the accounts was considered by the learned
J adges and

IT WAS OVERRULED.
Tho question of the election by the prosecution

as to which particular count in the indictment, or
particular act alleged to have been committed,
they would go belorc the Jury, was then brought
lorward. Rrltish and Maryland volumes of precedentsand rule were extensively read and debated,
tiie defence arguing that by allowing each separateuct to be considered in connection with the
one allegation of attempt to poison would lead to
affect the character 01' the deleudant. Cannot
Justice and equity bo allowed ?

THE PROSECUTION
contended that they could not be compelled to
make a selection, but had determined to stand
upon their right to go to trial on this indictment
o« a whole. The Court in refusing to comply with

r the demand of t,ne defence to direct the election by
the prosecution, referred the matter to the

> Appelate Court, which disposition the delence
1 accepted. Alter handing in the various papers, mo,tlons and deranrrers under the appeal,

UK. HAUNKR HADE ANOTHER MOVE.
J Ho stated that it was not by desire or direction ol
; Mrs. Wharton that the counsel for the defence

were making these motions and exceptions, but ,' the learned gentlemen associated with him agreed
In the coarse, because they believed that injustice

1 was being done their client, and by challenging the
, correctness of the indictment she might be protectedby all the might, provisions and saieguards
i ol the law. He then expatiated on the degree ot
B crlmo alleged to have been committed, and ob,jeeted to the Indictment that it only by implicationand not directly charged. In an elaborate ad>dress he gave his views in support of his position
g that the trial should not proceed under the present
, indictment.

He was lollowed by Mr. Stump In the same strain,1 and by Messrs. ltevell and Syester in rebuttal.
Mr. ihoinas, of the delence, occupied the remainderof the session of the Court In support ol

9 the stand taken by his colleagaes, aud submitted
- to the consideration of the Judges that the charge
i of attempted poison, as recited in tins indictment,
. was not a completed illegal act. Adrnittlug, for the

sake of argament, that the allegation was true, u\l
that was charged being allowed, the act was
Inchoate and could not be sustained, for it had
stopped short of actual administering,

THE POINT TO HE JUDICIALLY DECIDED.
Alter consultation Judge Miller announced that

the point raised would be taken into consideration,and the decision of the Bench be announced
in the morning beiore an adjournment was had.

i AN EXPLANATION FROM NR. STEELE.
i Mr. J. Ncviu Steele desired an- opportunity to

make a personal explanation to the Court, and,
leave being granted, ne said that having been of
counsel lor Mrs. Wharton In her former trial, and
having withdrawn, he wished it understood that it
was with the utmost reluctance that he had taken
that step. In the previous trial he was in reeblo
health, and It was only by the courtesy and considerationof the honorable judges that he had been
able to bring It to a conclusion. It was not that he
now felt any less confidence In her case, or thai his
regard and confidence had suffered diminution that
he was not now actively engaged in her behalf, but
he entertained, as from the very first, a conviction
of her entire innocence. Sick or well he would
have been engaged at the present time in her
defence, bat that his colleagues were still Mrs.
Wharton's counsel, and were altogether competentto conduct her case to a just conclusion, aud
he felt sure that no iujurioua Inference to her cause
would dwell In the mind of any one from his withdrawalfrom the case.

Till JITIMI14 Til BN R04B

and Mm. Wharton and her daughter left the room,
followed by the eager gaze of the spectators, who
had loitered behind to Mee them puss out. They
are domiciled with the family of Judge Welch, a
brother of the gentleman who entertained them ou
the occasion ol their former trial.
Through all the discussion which employed the

time to-day the Judgee exerted themselves to
hasten the proceedings to the empanelment ol the
Jury, which will probably be accomplished tomorrow.

BOABD OF PUBLIC LNSTKUOTION.
Joilali B. NolUrd Klccted a a the HeW

President of the Board.
The Board of Public Instruction met yesterday

afternoon at four o'clock, Commissioner Smyth in
the ehalr.
Commissioner Jakvis moved that the Board pro.

ceed to the election of Us presiding ofllcer for
1873. The motion waa carried, and Commissioners
Cross and Wood were appointed tellers. CotnmlsalonerJoslah B. Nollard was unanimously
elected.
Commissioner Jarvis moved that $5oo be paid

for codifying the laws governing this department.
Adopted.
Commissioner Wood moved that a portrait of

President smyth tie ordered. Adopted. CommissionerWood also moved that Gillespie p. Miller bo
appointed Professor or Bookkeeping in the EveningHigh tichool In Thirteenth streot. Adopted.
The committee of Teachers recommend that Miss

r Mary Arnold be restored to her position of assistant
teacher In Grammar .School, No. 32. Adopted.
The Committer on Buildings mi l Repair* reportedthat the consideration of the erection of

a new building for Grammar School No. 2 must b<>
s necessarily referred. Tbe committee suggest that
I an application be mado to the Legislature for the

funds requisite to enable tbe Board to meet these
' demands for school accommodation. Concurred in.
I Commissioner Wood suggested that a committee '

i be appointed to press the matter of pensioning
i teachers who have been twenty years In the ser- »
r vice of the Board belbre the Legislature.
1 The Cbaik said it Would be better If the newPresident would appoint the committee.

The Board then adjourned.


